Rusk Says 
Next Move 
Up to Hanoi 

By Murrey Harder 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk bluntly- told North 
Vietnam yesterday: “We 

have made our move, now 
you make yours.” 

In the first hours after 
President Johnson ordered a 
total halt in the bombing of 
North Vietnam, U.S. strate- 
gists anxiously surveyed the 
international horizon for 
trouble over their delicate 
military-diplomatic arrange- 
ment with North Vietnam. 

Th-e immediate reactions 
were regarded as not dis- 
couraging by the Johnson 
Administration, which is far 
too wary to express its 
hopes in more positive form. 

North Vietnam’s initial re- 
action, through its delega- 
tion at the Paris peace talks, 
was even more moderately 
phrased than many U.S. offi- 
cials anticipated. The South 
Vietnamese government’s 
reluctant position, which is 
the immediate barrier for 
launching wider negotia- 
tions, appeared to be mov- 
ing toward grudging partici- 
pation in the Paris confer- 
ence, as U.S. officials hoped 
it would. 

“I think South Vietnam 
will participate in the talks,” 
Rusk told a news conference 
yesterday. 

Rusk declined, however, 
to forecast specifically 
whether the Saigon govern- 
ment will be on hand on 
Nov. 6 in Paris for the next 
formal meeting on Vietnam. 
At that time, the nearly six- 
month-old United States- 
North Vietnam conference 
is supposed to be expanded 
to include the Saigon gov- 
ernment and its bitter rival, 
the National Liberation 
Front, the political arm of 
the Vietcong. 

The South Vietnamese 
government’s “problem,” 
said Rusk, “has not been the 
question of stopping the 
bombing” but it is centered 
on “questions that we nor- 
mally call modalities of the 
talks, questions of proce- 
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dure, questions of status and 
things of that sort.” 

Reassuring Saigon 

In soothing words, Rusk 
sought to provide reassur- 
ances to South Vietnam, 
fwhioh in the past has in- 
; sisted that it will never talk 
PX negotiate with the NLF 
as an. “enitity.” Said 
Rusk: “The government and 
people of South Vietnam 
ISlye a right to demand that 
.t^e aggression against them 
come to an end. . . . We shall 
||$pt forget who our friends 
.are, what our commitments 
ire, and where our duty 
lies.” 

When asked if the talks 
could porceed if South Viet- 
nam boycotts them, Rusk 
said, “Obviously, we cannot 
discuss matters directly in- 
; volving South Vietnam with- 
out their presence. . . .” 



scribe this as the major gain 
accomplished so far, the ac- 
tual situation is hardly so 
clear-cut. 

According to experts on 
the record of the Paris talk, 
while North Vietnam ridi- 
culed and denounced the 
Saigon regime with every 
imaginable derogatory 
adjective, it never did say 
flatly that it would neither 
talk with or bargain with it. 
North Vietnam’s position 



development” diplomatical- 
ly, as the situation now 
stands, is that previously, 
“the attitude of Hanoi has 
been that they would never 
discuss these - matters with 
the Thieu government of 
South Vietnam.” 

“Now,” said Rusk, “they 
have agreed that this will be 
done. So that is an impor- 
tant development.” 

While U.S. . • officials de- 




But it is not necessary for 
anybody to concede any- 
thing in the diplomatic 
counterpart of the halt in 
the bombing, Rusk said, in 
order for serious bargaining 
on Vietnamese peace terms 
to begin. 

The United States hopes 
in Paris, to slice through 
“unnecessary complications” 
about procedure that could 
bog down the negotiations 
for “a year or two,” said 
Rusk. 

In Pads now the United 
States is negotiating with 
North Vietnam even though 
diplomatically it does not 
recognize it, said Rusk, and 
the problem in wider talks 
similarly can be circum- 
vented. 

“On one side of the table,” 
said. Rusk, “there will be 
Hanoi and presumably, rep- 
resentatives of the NLF. We 
don’t recognize either one of 
them . . . 

‘A Different View’ . 

“On our side of the table, 
there will be the U.S. and 
the Government of Vietnam. 
Hanoi doesn’t recognize ei- 
ther one of us. Hanoi calls 
us an aggressor, wo call 
them an aggressor. Every- 
one will have a different 
view.” 

Rusk said that the “major 



has been that the negotia- 
tions could not proceed to 
discuss South Vietnam’s fu- 
ture until there was a total 
bombing stoppage. The ad : . 
mission of Saigon to the; 
talks therefore would 
clearly appear to be the dip- 
lomatic exchange for the 
bombing halt, rather than a 
windfall from it. 

The military exchange 
price for the bombing half, 




Rusk emphasized, is the 
“very c 1 e a r”, expectation 
that, as President Johnson, 
said on Thursday, night, 
South Vietnam’s cities will 
not he “shelled” and the De- 
militarized Zone will not be 
“abused.”,- • - 

North Vietnam “clearly 
understands what is expect- 
ed of them in this situa- 
tion,” said Rusk, “So there 
is no misunderstanding on 
that point.” He said “I can- 
not spell that out for you 
in exact detail, but the days . 
and weeks ahead, I thirik, 
will reveal what , is in- 
volved.’?-' 

Is the United States in 
fact “acting on more than 
an assumption?” a news- 
man asked. 

, “We ate acting on more 
than an assumption,” Rusk 
replied. 

Moscow’s Role | 

According to non-Amer- 
ican sources, the “under- 
standing” upon which the 
secret- arrangement be- 
tween Hanoi and Washing- 
ton is based was secretly 



transacted, primarily 
through the Soviet Union, 
in Paris arid in Washington. 
The Soviet Union, however, 
is said to have acted in the 
role of broker and clarifier, 
rather than as a guarantor. 

Moscow also gained' some- 
thing very vital for its own 
long-range interests, as did 
Washington, in another 
sense. The Soviet Union 
gained a halt in the bomb- 
ing ,of an ally, to which it 
supplied the most sophisti- 
cated Communist weaponry 
used in the, war. . 

Moscow and Washington 
together gaine d — if. the 
tenuous ' arrangement holds 
up — the great reduction, if 
hot the 'elimination, of the 
risk that the Vietnamese , war 
someday’’ might escalate out 
of control and put the Unit- 
ed States and the Soviet 
Union into a_jBtect confron- 
tation. V- ■■ C.‘,V '|v 

Rusk Acknowledged "that 
“we have kept in close 
touch with the Soviet Union 
^during this period. I have 
seen the Soviet Ambassador. 



I think you fellows know 
about most of the times I : 
have seen him.” What Rusk 
did not discuss in any form, 
however, were the secret ! 
Soviet-Ameriean exchanges j; 
in Paris, the center of the {! 
bargaining. 

Uncertainty Underscored !! 

But Rusk himself under- \\ 
scored the uncertainty about 
the durability of the current If 
arrangement -as he stressed •! 
that it is now up to all the ” 
governments and personal? ! 
ities who have urged a bomb* j 
ing halt to “ensure that their 
advice has substance to itjP j 

Rusk pointedly said to “all * 
of those who have said, Oh, \ 
things will he wonderful if 
you stop the -bombing; Wh.. i 
are saying to them, all right, 
get busy; get busy. See what - 
you can do. We have made 
our . move, now you make|f 
; yours.” - . » 

; , The “move is Up I to Hanoi, 
said Rusk, “and : it is up t<f| 
those who are in a positiohfc? 
to. press Hanoi to move, tc|S£ 
make something out of this;.? 
present situation.” 




